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Daintiness — 
white suede 
ng. 22-inch heels, 
¥, S to 7. Price, 


tful 
s in 


Style 80 


shades of leather 

white insets and 
sets. Low heels. 
ier soles, Full 
3 8. Price, 
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Buekskin 
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10. price 
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tvle Number, 
two pairs, 8d. 
of shces. 
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woolly feeling. 
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) this fur from 


paste 
NESIA’ 


ahting mouth acid toe 
be of Phillips’ Dental 
an your teeth with it 
orning. Then you'll 
e ; no more morning 
stale breath. Instead 
h which look clean, 
ean ; a sweet mouth 
o smoking. A mouth 
rood morning! and 


Sold everywhere. 
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10 drops 


re 


and Tablets) its 


Eire 
TONICS FOR 
influenza 


Rheu 
Debility 


we oe 


ee mee 


CONTINUED. 
CU d 


ad Bat 

uay. 

(E.C.), 

ould like iú 

pme pro rty 
0 7. Ma 

i Lamps * 


y 
ie 


JUST RIGHT FOR FIT, 
FABRIC AND FINISH 


KENMAC 


SPORTS SHIRTS 


In style and wearing comfort a near 
approach to perfection. 
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Fine Art Silk and Wool in 


plain shades, and cream 


ground with fine 30 / 
s“- 
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KENNEDY & McSHARRY 


PRICE 
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(WINE MERCH 


21 KILDARE STREET, DUBLIN 


TELEPHONE 62377 
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FILMS LOST IN FIRE - 


AT CENSOR OFFICE 
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ALUABLE film records of Irish work will resume this morning. Some 


history since the foundation] window panes 


of the State were destroyed 
by fire at the Film Censor’s office, 
Molesworth street, Dublin, yesterday 
morning. he picture above shows 
the office. Mr. P. Evans, who was 
in the room at the time, is on the 
right. 

Thought to be irreplaceable, the 
historical films included records of 
political “or eimsaennae at various 
stages of their careers, notable foot- 
ball and Rugby matches, and various 
public events. 

Dr. Richard Hayes, the Film 
Censor, was in his office at about 
11.30 a.m. watching a film, when 
shouting from the basement, where 
the fire occurred, warned. him of the 
outbreak. : 

Damage was not, extensive, and 


were broken and 
doors scorched. The historical films 
were in two steel cabinets, which 
were destroyed. : 

The only full-length feature film 
to suffer was “ Happy Go Lucky,” 
scheduled for screening at the 
Adelpha Cinema on May 7. New 
copies of this technicolour produc- 
tion, starring Mary Martin, Rudee 
Valee, and Dick Powell, may 
arrive in time, despite celluloid 
shortage and difficulty in reproduc- 
ing technicolour films.  - 

A quantity of rejected ‘ cuts ”’ 
was destroved, and -it ha§ been 
suggested that internal combustion 
among these ‘‘cuts’’ caused the fire. 
“They were so hot that they set 


fire to themselves,” remarked an 
observer. 


Electioneering Activity In 
All Party Camps 


By Our POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT. 


been made at all the Party 

Headquarters with  arrange- 
ments for the coming general 
election. There is now hardly any 
doubt that the election will take 
place, and that some time in June 
will be the date. 

Local branches of the Fianna Fail 
organisation have completed their 
selections of candidates, and these 
will be submitted to constituency 
conveutions during May, when a 
further scrutiny will be made 
Decisions made at these conventions 
will be subject to endorsement by 
the governing body of the organisa- 
tion. 

In regard to the important matter 
of putting forward candidates, the 


(CC 'teen made at yrogress has 


Dublin Social 
Services 
The City Manager, Mr. P. J. 


Hernon, will receive a deputation 
from the municipal group of the 
Labour Party this morning to discuss 
aspects of the estimates for 1943-44, 
including relief work schemes, Rialto 
Hospital, Clonskea Fever Hospital, 
Charles street Dispensary, and 


diphtheria immunisation. 
mias ! 


organisation of Fianna Fail is much 
more drastic in its regulations than 
auy of the other parties: Fianna 
Fail will put forward over 90 candh- 
dates. At the last general election 
it nominated 84 and secured 77 
seats. None of its candidates lost 
their deposits of £100. 

Fine Gael has not yet completed 
its selections, but its candidates will 
number approximately 94. A _ con- 
vention will be leld in Galway city 
to-day, and the remaining conven- 
tions as soon as possible. 

The Labour Party will put up 
over eighty, but it is not possible 
yet to say how many will be ‘nomi- 
nated by the Farmers’ Party or the 
Independents. 


iChurch Bells-to Ring 


Mr. Churchill, in the House of 
Commons yesterday, told Mr. Arthur 
Greenwood (Labour) that the War 
Cabinet, after receiving the advice 
of the Chiefs of. Staff, had reached 
the conclusion that church bells 
should be rung on Sundays and 
other special days to summon wor- 
shippers to church. The new 
arrangement would be brought into 
effect in time for the Easter 


celebrations. 
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TWIN SET; sáil sis 
smart Twin Set 

in a lovely quality. Jumper 

has short sleevcs. Cardigan is 

in short basque style. Shade 

of pale pink only. 

Price (11 Coupons) 


GLOVES 


(NO COUPONS REQUIRED). 


gauntiet style. Size 7, Tz, - 
74. Natural shade only. 
Unlined. Bargain at eteeceee 


Smart Suede Gloves with 
soft pliablé ekin palms. 
Short gauntlet with elastic at 
wrist. Beautiful perforated 
cs. Shades of Tan, 
Black and , v 
Navy. Unlined. 


i. 
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MEN’S - —Special offer of 
rate Mens unlined 
Imitation Hogskin Gloves, 
one dome and pull-on style. 
Splendid for wS&shing. 
Natural 

only 

AIE, = nevcees veces 


SUIT CASES ~Siters’ 
Fibre 
Suit Cases, extra deep. 
Lock and ey, 1t 

and buckle. size 
26”, 16/6; 24° us 


Big’ selection of Leather 
Suit Cases from TGs. 6d. 


MAN’S SHOP 


full 


6 
Suits, _ perfec 
from ' 


Pyjama> 
Made 


dressing. 
Full, roomy cut. 
brown, grey and green 


on 
contrast grounds, _Sizés 38 
to 42 in. chest. Price. «esse 


Beautiful - Spun. Art Silk 
Pyjama Suits, delightfully soft 
silky texture. two-tone 
stripe designs of shell pink/ 
white, lido blue/white, pea 
xreen/white on Cov unds, 
Sizes 388 

chest, / Ea 
suit oes 
VESTS & TRUNKS 
Men's - “Celanese” Athletic 
Vests and Trunks. 

waist. Shades . o 

white. Very 

satisfactory . 

Prico (per gar- 

ment) Secccccccees sens : 


€ 
. Matrons’ Shoes 
Kid, 
Combines 
fashion. 


Oxford 
VEIUC Bb cccccsecees 


“eS 2 


at a Small Profit 
Bargain Price ! 


SILK LOCKNIT SETS— 


Marvellous value in Ladies’ heavy quality 
Silk Locknit Sets. i 
satin motif, knicker to match is perfectly 
cut and finished with motif. 
waist 
Peach and Apple. (7 Coupons) 


FRENCH KNICKERS 


Knicker, good .qui 
““Celanese” ladderproof fabric, delight- 
fully trimmed with rich French lace. 
lovely shades of Rose, Peach, 

Ivory and Apple. i 
value at (5 Coupons) 


Slip trimmed ‘with 


Elastic at 


and knee. In Sky, 


—Pretty 
French 
ood quality 


made from 


In 


Amazing 


Ladies’ Washing Chamois Gloves, short 


best | French Glace 


in 
cushion: soles. 97 /6 


comfort with 
Clerys price...” 

Box Calf Shoes, welted. 
id leather throughout, 


with 


fittings. 


patterns. má 


' Amasing 


— ptional offer. 
P YJAMAS Mere Mexican ‘Twill 
ree from 
soft mercerised : | 
cloths, ideal for present season wear. 


Smart two-tone semi- 
block -stripe designs in shades of blue, 
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“NEW 


intensity during the night. 


The communiqué ‘issued from 
Allied Headquarters, North Africa, 
last night said :—‘‘ The Eighth Army 
attacked last night and has pene- 
trated the Enfidaville position. 
Heavy fighting continues.” 

General Montgomery’s advance 
guards reached the Enfidaville line— 
it has been called the outer peri- 
meter of Tunis—on April 13..Nature 
has endowed it with great strength 


Eighth Army Attack 
on Enfidaville Line 


AXIS POSITIONS BREACHED 


THE British Eighth Army has launched an attack on the Enfidaville 


' 30 miles south-east of Tunis, said an official announcement from General : 
Eisenhower's headquarters late last night. 


] According to a “' Voice of America '' broadcast to France from Algiers a 
little earlier, General Montgomery's renewed assault 
Axis defences, and the Allied offensive was continuin 


Captain Ludwig Sertorius, the German military radio commentator, said 
that heavy fighting beyond the scale of local engagements was in progress, follow- 
ing Allied artillery fire on Monday, which developed into a barrage of great 


“Outer Perimeter of Tanis’”’ 


available, but the scanty news re-| 
ceived last night indicates that 
General Montgomery, as at El 
Alamein and Mareth, again decided 
to storm the Axis seaward flank. 
Captain Ludwig Sertorius, German 
radio commentator, stated last 
night :'— 

‘‘In the southern sector of the 
Tunisian bridgekead there are at 


in depth and valuable mountain 
positions stretching from Pont du 
Fahs almost down to the coast. For 
the past week General Montgomery 
has been preparing an assault. 


“FINAL BATTLE ” 
OPENS 


Reuter’s Special Correspondent at 

Allied Headquarters cabled early to- 
day:—The final battle for. Tunis has 
begun. Last night the tension, 
which has grown along the whole 
front. for almost a week, snapped. 
The Eighth Army began another 
heavy barrage, and British infantry 
began to move across the moon- 
flooded fields and olive orchards to 
Marshal Rommel’s last refuge in the 
mountain ranges. 
Hacking their way through dense, 
bushy undergrowth, and dashing for 
cover across open expanses. of 
country, the infantrvmen moved for- 
ward in snort, sharp, hard-fought 
charges. Ahead of them were the 
flashes of the German counter-bar- 
rage, and clouds of smoke and dust 
were thrown up as the German gun 
positions and machine-gun posts 
were shelled. 


ALL-NIGHT FIGHTING 

In some of the fiercest fighting in 

the North African war the battle 
raged all night and into the day. At 
some points along the front British 
infantry had last night established 
themselves a few miles from the 
Axis lines. Between them and the 
Germans “ no man's” “tend, mired 
with meticulous care by the 
Germans, and offering little natural 
cover, was swept by cross-fire. 
As the roar of the first guns was 
signalled: at zero hour lines of mules 
—the first time that this form of 
transport has been used by the 
Eighth Army—were driven forward, 
carrying light artillery to assist the 
infantry in consolidating their 
gains. 

Fighting may now develop into 
some of the heaviest exchanges of 
the whole campaign. 

No precise details of the direction 
or main weight of the attack are yet 


ROOSEVELT ON| 
WAR TOUR 


RESIDENT ROOSEVELT is 
making a second major 
inspection of America's war 

efforts. He has seen tens of 
thousands of troops which, he 
indicated, will be used for a 
second front in Europe. 

Already Mr. Roosevelt has 
visited aviation fields and Army 
camps in Virginia, North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama 
and Arkansas.—(Reuter.) 


present heavy clashes, which, ap- 
parently, go beyond local engage- 
ments. After many British batteries 
had during yesterday started to find 
the range.of the Axis positions, the 
enemy’s artillery fire accelerated to 
great intensity during the night. 

‘These preparations were intensi- 
fied this morning by some attacks 
by strong infantry and tank forma- 
tions, which met a strong defence. 
Two extended fights developed, 
which were still going on at noon 
to-day. 

‘“‘It cannot be said for the moment 

whether this is the beginning of the 
expected new mass attack of the 
British Eighth Army or a forceful 
scouting attempt. Montgomery’s 
tactics are known to consist of send- 
ing at the beginning a first attack- 
ing wave, and then, according to 
the success or failure of the enter- 
prise, to follow at once with the 
mass of his forces or to make a new 
fighting pause. 
Tn the Western sector activity 
also shows 
character. During Monday several 
minor attacks by the British First 
Army against German heights were 
repulsed.”’ 

Fierce fighting developed on Mon- 
day on the south-eastern flank in 
Tunisia after long-drawn-out artil- 
lery preparation by the Eighth Army, 
the German News Agency stated. 

“The attack, in which strong 
British infantry formations also took 


attempts to break through at various 
points, but by dawn the Axis lines 
were held in their entirety and the 
British withdrew to their original 
positions.”’ 


Kerkenna Islands, off the Tunisian 
coast, sixteen miles east of Sfax, 
states 
America despatch from Sfax quoted 
by Reuter. 
evacuated by the Axis, and were 
occupied tast Wednesday by troops 
for security reasons. The operation 
was carried out without loss of life 
or a shot being fired. 


a somewhat livelier] 


66 . 5, 
“ line, - 


had already breached the 
g. 


the ver 4 morning of Tuesday, during 
which the British suffered very heavy 
losses in men and material. 

'“ Only.a few individual groups of 
General Montgomery’s troops suc- 
ceeded in reaching the advanced 
Axis positions. They were, however, 
thrown back in vigorous counter- 
thrusts. 
** The 


British made repeated 


British troops have seized the 


an Associated Press of 


The islands had been 


Over the Gulf of Tunis Allied 
fighters shot down 12 Junkers 
52s and two Savoia 79s. A Junkers 
87 with a glider attached was also 
destroyed. sos 
Grounded Axis transport ‘planes 
and fighters have also been bombed 
at Korba airfield and at Soliman 
and Creteville landing grounds, in 
the Tunisian torward  area.— 


(Reuter, A.P. and P.A.) 


Envoy Says “Great 
Happenings 
Brewing” 

ENVOY’S PROPHECY 


M. Maisky, the Soviet Ambassa- 
dor, predicted in London yesterday 
that the next six or seven months 
“will have the greatest significance 
in the history of the war. Armies. 
navies and aif forces of the Allied 
nations are feverishly preparing for 
the coming event, Great happenings 
are brewing in various parts of 
Europe.” 

M. Maisky was presenting, at the 
Soviet Embassy, Soviet decorations 
to British officers and- seamen who 
have sailed in the Northern convoys 
to Russia. 

He added this warning :—‘‘ We 
must not deceive ourselves. It is 
still a far cry to our final victory. 
There will be needed the greatest 
possible concentration of all Allied 
forces, military, ~ political and 
economic, and the most harmonious 


Senate Passes 


Four Bills 


LLOWANCES to the widows 
A and children of soldiers who 

died on service with the 
Defence Forces was the main sub- 
ject discussed in the Senate yester- 
day before the House adjourned 
sine die. 

At the beginning of business the 
President’s message stating that he 
declined to sign the School Atten- 
dance Bill, because of the Supreme 
Court’s decision that a section of 
the Bill was repugnant to the Con- 
stitution was read by the Chairman, 

Various recommendations to the 
Minister for Defence, Mr. Oscar 
Traynor, for changes in the Army 
Pensions Bill were defeated on 
divisions. The. recommendations 
were all put forward by Mr. Michael 
Hayes, who said that he could not 
see why the Minister had not 
adopted for the Army the same 
principle as obtained for the L.D.F. 
and A.R.P. services. 

The MINISTER - said. that 
children’s allowances would cease at. 
a certain age, but pensions would 
continue with the life of the holder. 


BILL CRITICISED 


Mr. J. G. DOUGLAS said that 
a higher rate of pension could be 
afforded, and tHe Minister explained 
that the income of widows would 
be brought up to what it was while 
the husbands were alive by the 
widows’ and orphans’ pensions. 

Varions senators criticised the 
lack of special provision for large 
families, 

To Mr. Hayes, the Minister said 
that an officer need not be on the 
establishment for his wife and 
children to benefit if he were killed, 
but a soldier néeded to be on the 
married strength. Soldiers could be 
on the married strength at 23 years 
of age with two years’ service.. The 
widow of a man who had joined the 
army ats21 and married at 22 and 
who was’ killed before reaching the 
25 years would not benefit. The 
State could not be responsible for 
dependents of men who married/ 
against the regulations. 
i The Minister said that any man 
** boarded '” out of the army had 
the right to claim a pension. Many 
of these men who had to leave the 
army as unfit were not necessarily 
unfit. by civilian standards... Men 
who could not prove that they had 
eontracted any disease from army 
service would, not be entitled. to a 
pension, ~ ve a 

The bill passed its final stages and 


|was ordered to be sent to the Dail. 


* OTHER BILLS 


~ 


The General Elections (Emergency| 
Provisions) Bill, 1943, passed 
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part, reached its climax during the 
bright: moonlight night and during 


‘use of all kinds of arms which we 
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BOMBS ON 
LONDON 
AREA 


An alert sounded in London 
shortly after dark last night, Air- 
craft were heard and anti-aircraft 
guns opened fire immediately. It 
was the second alert within three 
nights. The barrage was fierce and 
widespread. Flashes of shell ex- 
plosions in the sky could be seen 
in outer districts. In one district 
the gunfire was heard before the 
sirens, 

A raider was followed over one 
district by tracer shells. The new 
defences compelled it to twist and 
dodge. 

Bombs fell in two districts, 

The single raider ‘which passed 
over the London area was flying 
very high, but was “spotted” by 
searchilights. ' 

Earlier in the night the British 
Air Ministry had stated :—‘* An 
enemy aircraft was destroyed by 
one of our fighters over the outer 
Thames estuary this morning. 
Otherwise there has been nothing 
to report during daylight.’’ 

A high-explosive bomb which fell 
in one district of Greater London 
damaged several houses by blast and 
injured a few people, none seriously. 
One person was killed in another 
district when an anti-aircraft shell 
fell in a garden. What was thought 
at first to be a bomb in one district 
proved to be an anti-aircraft shell 
which struck a building and injured 
two people. There were two other 
cases of slight damage by anti-air- 
craft shells. No person was hurt 
when a bomb fell in the roadway in 
an outer London area. 


Ten Years and 
“Cat” for 


Belfast Youths 


Found guilty of the possession ot 
firearms and ammunition with intent 
to endanger life, Albert O’Rawe 
(39), Oakman street, Belfast, and 
John McGuigan (20), Malcolmson 
street, were each sentenced at 
Belfast City Commission yesterday 
to ten -years’ penal servitude, and 
twelve strokes of the ‘‘cat” 
within six months. 
The charge arose out of an early 
morning gun battle in Cawnpore 
street, Beltast, in the course of 
which O'Rawe was ‘wounded by the 
police. á 

Passing sentence, Lord Justice 
Babbington declared that they 
could count themselves. lucky that 
the sentence was not one of death, 
“You were out on that occasion 
with murder in your hearts,” he 
said, “ and it is a pure accident 
that you are’not here on the capital 


have at our disposal.”’ 


charge.” 


— 


N a motion to stay proceed- 
() ings, Mr. Justice Martin 

Maguire in the High Court, 
Dublin, yesterday, 


C, E. Macaulay and Co,, Ltd., wool 
merchants, Haymarket, Dublin, 
against Circuit Court. Judge Charles 
Wyse Power, Wellington road, 
Dublin, claiming damages for 
alleged slander. 

The motion asked that the action 
be dismissed with costs on the 
grounds that the statement of claim 
disclosed no cause of action, that 
the action was not maintainable in 
law, and that it was vexatious and 
an abuse of the process of the Court. 
Mr. Cecil Lavery, K.C., Mr. 
Brereton Barry, K.C., and Mr. T. 
F, Bacon (instructed by Messrs. 
Corrigan and Corrigan) appeared for 
Judge Wyse Power; and Mr, J. A. 
Costello, K.C., Mr. R. McGonigal, 
K.C., and Mr. E. 8. Robinson 


and Collins) for Messrs, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd. 

The words complained of . were, 
said Mr. Lavery, alleged to have 
been spoken at the Courthouse, 
alway, on January 19 last, and 
in his submission, in the circum- 
stances in which they were spoken, 
if they were spoken, the cause of 
action was not maintainable, as it 
was protected by the absolute 
privilege which surrounded a judge 
in the discharge of his ge 
duties. The faith were spoken, if 
at all, by the” Judge while sitting 
in the court, and in the discharge 
of his ;.ofhcial duties in the trial 
of a case before him. — 


PRIVILEGED 


_Mr. Lavery said that his submis- 
sion was that any words so spoken 
were protected, not in the interests 
of the judge, but in the interests of 
the public, from any inquiry in a 
court of law, whether they were or 
were not false, defamatory or 
malicious, and that the interests of 
the public required that a jud 
should have such an ‘absolute 
privilege as would prevent anything 
said by him being drawn into ques- 
tion in any legal proceedings what- 
ever, except, of course, a proper 
appeal brought from his decision. 
An: affidavit had been filed by Mr. 
Charles E, Macaulay, managi 
director of the firm, speaking of 
the high standing of the firm, and 
saying that the statements attri- 
buted to the Circuit Judge were un- 
founded, These matters, on his sub- 
mission, were not the subject of 
er in that Court. 3 
that 


dismissed with. i 
costs, ait action brought br i PLAINTIFF’S REPLY 


case where an application was made 
instr t 
( ucted by Messrs. Casey, Clay Bi W way 
pleadings. he whole point of the 
present motion was to short-circuit 
the endeavours of Messrs. Macaulay 
publicly to refute the false charges 
made against them. 


the absence of a plea of justification 
or any suggestion that these words 
could be justified, surely the pre- 
sumption in law is that they are 
false and untrue. 


put it on affidavit that they are un- 


true, because the defendant has not 
put in a defence 


this action? 


magistrates, witnesses, officials of 
the Court, advocates. 


Mr. Costello, for Messrs. Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., said that he freely 
admitted the proposition that a judge 
of an inferior court had an absolute 
privilege when acting within his 
jurisdiction, Mr. Lavery had, how- 
ever, given no authority for the 
proposition that the present motion 
could be sustained, and he submitted 
that, on the authorities, it was un- 
sustainable. Mr. Lavery had not 
produced one single instance in this 
country where an effort had been 
made to stay proceedings in a case 
of this kind, where the statement of 
claim, on its face, disclosed a cause 
of action, and where the defendant 
had not filed a defence. In every 


o the Court to stay proceedings it 
of' demurrer on the 


Mr. Justice Martin Maguire—In 


Mr. Costello—Yes, but we had to 


pleading privilege. 
Mr. Justice Martin Maguire—What 
can you possibly hope to gain by 


“ ENTITLED TO 


-TRIAL” 


Mr. Costello—What we hope to do 
is. to show that these highly de- 
famatory and untrue remarks were 
not ‘made in the course of judicial 
proceedings. The plaintiffs will 
contend that the words complained 
of were uttered after/judgment had 
been given, and it will be our con- 
tention that they were uttered in 
such circumstances as preclude them 
from being protected by the absolute 
fem se privilege. ‘Even if the de- 
endant ‘were ‘sitting on the Bench, 
the circumstances in which the 
words were uttered took away the 
privilege, and we submit we are 
enti to have a trial on the basis 
as to whether.or not the words were 
spoken within é limits oí judicial 
privil 


ACTION AGAINST JUDGE 
NOT MAINTAINABLE 


lslandered the plaintiff firm and its 
directors. The exact words com- 
plained vf had not been read by 
Mr. Lavery, but they disclosed that 
the defendant advised, in the 
strongest words possible, that the 
people” of Connaught should have 
nothing to do with “this dis- 
reputable firm.” That was, of 
course, a very serious slander, 

Mr. Justice Martin Maguire— 
Nobody is suggesting that it could 
be justified. On the record you 
have. established that it 1s untrue. 

Mr. Jrereton Barry suggested 
that the abuse of the procedure of 
the Court, which, he said, this 
action represented, was the institu- 
tion of an action which must 
inevitably fail. “ Judges had used 
different words in dealing with 
such an *action—for instance, words 
such as frivolous and vexatious— 
not in the sense that the persons 
hringipg such actions did not labour 
under a legitimate sense of griev-, 
ance, but that their actions were 
not maintainable in law and were, 
therefore, vexatious uses of legal 
procedure. The submission made 
that the words were uttered MA 
judge discharging his ofhcial duty 
ended, he suggested, any hope of 
success in the action. 


COURT’S RULING 


Mr. Justice Martin Maguire said 
that he was satisfied that the words 
complained of occurred in the course 
of the exercise by Circuit Judge 
Wyse Power of his judicial duties. 
There was a long line of legal 
authority, going back into the days 
of remotest antiquity, that no action 
would lie against a judge, and that 
it was-hetter that an individual 
should occasionally suffer the wrong 
than that the general cause of 
justice should be defeated and 
fettered by constant and perpetual 
restraint and. apprehension of those 
who had to administer justice. This 
was generally referred to as-judicial 
privilege. It was hot really a judicial 
privilege; it was a privilege of the 
people who were entitled to have 
their cases heard and to have the 
free expression of the opinion of the 
judge, unfettered in any way by the 
lear that what he might say could 
be challenged elsewhere. 

He was -not prepared to hold that 
the action brought Messrs. 
Macaulay was frivilous or vexatious 
in the popular sense. He thought 
they had brought’ the action 
bona fide for the purpose of estab- 
lishing their character and reputa- 
tion, . which were unquestionabl 
assailed in the words complainec of. 
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MURDER 
TRIAL 
DEFENCE 


PENING the case for the 
C) defence in the Athy wife 

murder case in Dublin yester- 
day, Sir John L. Esmonde, K.C., 
suggested that the killing took place 
under such mitigating circumstances 
as to warrant the arraignment of his 
client on a manslaughter charge in 
the first instance. Certainly the ele- 
ments in law that should be present 
in a murder case were absent, he 
contended. ‘ 
Pleading not guilty to the murder 


massed between eight and 

ten”. divisions—more than 
100,000 men—in the Taman tip of 
the Kuban for the great battle to 
save their last corner of the North 
Caucasus, says Reuter’s Special Cor- 
respondent in Moscow. 

German counter-attacks there are 
growing steadily stronger, although 
the Germans are still fighting an 
essentially defensive action. The 
owerful forces in the Taman 

eninsula, which include two or 
three Panzer divisions, are being 
strongly supported by large Luftwaffe 
concentrations operating from the 
Crimea. 

The immediate object of the 
German attacks is the recapture of 


ERR HITLER’S Generals pi mó 


the key heights seized by the Red| 


Army on Friday. But the wider aim 
is to anticipate, and, if possible, dis- 
organise any Offensive by General 
Tulenieve’s army, which would drive 
the Axis from Novorossisk and 
finally across the Kerch Straits. in 
the past 24 hours tightly-crammed 
German tanks and infantry have 
made another unsuccessful assault. 
In the initial stage Soviet guards- 
men, heavily outnumbered, had to 
give ground, but they counter- 
attacked strongly and flung back the 
attackers to their starting point. 
Along the Upper Donetz, too, the 


Kharkov, 


in the area east of 
between Izum and Byel- 
gorod. ' The Germans have made no 
serious attempt in the past few days 
to hit again at the Russian cia 
head along the right bank. e 
Russians, on the other hand, have 
extended their grip and taken new 
ground. A German attempt in the 
past 24 hours to drive a wedge into 
the Soviet defences was cut short by 
Soviet artillery. 

On the Volkhov front, below 
Leningrad, Soviet and German guns 
are engaged in violent artillery duels, 
The Soviet batteries in the 24 
hours have destroyed two German 
batteries and killed about 200 troops, 


GERMAN REPORTS 


German radio admitted last night 
that Soviet troops on the Donetz 
front had broken into the trenches 
on the German bridgehead south-east 
of Byelgorod in a mght attack. ine 
Soviet forces were said to have 
attacked with forces more than 1,500 
strong. 

German radio also said that floods 
onthe Volkhov front had forced the 
Germans to take i new positions. 
“Communications between forward 
strong points are being carried on 
by motor boats,” the radio added.— 
(Reuter.) 


Red Army is keeping firmly dug in, 
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of his wife,-Mary, on the morning of 
December 10 last, is John Cullen, 
; old farm labourer, of 
Gallowshill, Athy, Co. Kildare. The 
State allege that she died as a result 
of a savage beating inflicted by her 
husband. 

Addressing the jury yesterday, Sir 
John suggested that at no time was 
there any intention on his client's 
part to do anything he thought 
would, or could, bring about his 
wife’s death. He disclosed that he 
proposed putting Cullen in the wit- 
ness box to give evidence on his own 
behalf on oath. Yesterday was the 
second day at hearing of the case, 
which is being tried before Mr. 
Justice Overend at the Central 
Criminal Court, Green street, Dublin. 


CAUSE OF DEATH 


Dr. John McGrath, State Patholo- 
gist, said that a post-mortem 
examination made on December 10 
revealed that death was due to shock 
and hemorrhage following rupture 
of the spleen. His examination dis- 
closed a deep forehead wound sur- 
rounded by widespread bruising, eight 
bruises distributed down the length 
of the right side, and diffused deep 
bruising about nine inches by four 
inches on the left side. The abdomen 
contained several pints of blood, 
while the spleen was _ ruptured 
virtually along its entire length. 

In his opinion, it would require 
very considerable violence to cause 
this rupture; he did not think that 
an ordinary fall, due to a trip, could 
have caused it. Admittedly, the 
injury could have been caused by 
the deceased’s body coming into 
extremely violent contact with a 
table in her bedroom, but it was 
most unlikely. The body bruises 
could have been cáused by blows 
from a fist or by a kick. 

Dr. John Kiulbride, Athy Dis- 
pensary District Medical Officer, 
who concurred with Dr. McGrath’s 
evidence, said that when he motored 
out to Cullen’s house at about 4 
a.m. on December 10, Mary Cullen 
was already dead, and apparently 
had been so for at least an hour. 
He had been called to the case by 
Cullen, who. told him '' that his wife 
was very ill; that she had got a fit; 
and that he thought she was dying.’”’ 
He personally notified the Guards 
of her death later that morning. 
Sergeant Robert Hayes Athy, 
said that in conversation with him 
Cullen remarked: “I gave her a 
ush and she fell against the trunk,’’ 
ter, when taken into custody and 
cautioned, Cullen made the state- 
ment read out by State Counsel the 
previous day. 

Supt. John Feore, Carlow, said 
that when he charged Cullen with 
his wife’s murder on the evening 
of her death, he replied: “TI don't 
want to say anything, only I would 
like the children to be looked after 
and fed. I made a statement to the 
sergeant to-day and it is correct,” 


JURY: NO THEATRE 
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Broadstone Strike Threat 


To Rail 


HE strike of fitters and turners 

T at Broadstone may spread, 

with a consequent threat to 
railway traffic generally. ! 


Broadstone would be the first 
terminus seriously to become 
affected, a reporter was told. Every- 
thing depends on the maintenance of 
the briquette plant. In the case of 
Inchicore the plant was only recently 
overhauled. Should the supervising 
staffs attempt to carry out necessary 
repairs in the event of a break- 
down .of one or either plant, the 
engine-drivers have resolved to 
“down tools.” ’ 

In addition to the fitters and 
turners, to the number of 300, mem- 
bers of three engineering unions, and 
the National Union of Railwaymen, 
a number of garage mechanics has 
come out 

Meetings of shop stewards were 
held yesterday at Inchicore and 
Broadstone, when plans for the pro- 
secution of the strike were discussed, 
and negotiating, strike and picket 


Traffic 


committees were formed. Thepickets 
were on duty yesterday. 

A detective officer visited Inchis 
core and took a statement from a 
steward regarding the cause and 
effect of the dispute. : 

The trouble arose when piece- 
‘work was abolished. The men are 
seeking a rate of 2s. 3d. per hour 
with conditions. The railway com- 
pany are offering 2s., without cons 
ditions. The removal of conditions, 
the men hold, would worsen their, 
position. Higher rates are paid 
to the men at Inchicore than to 
those at Broadstone. 

Mr. Lemass, Minister for 
Industry and Commerce, a reporter 
was told, stated to a deputation that ' 
he was not in a position to deal: 
with the matter until the return of 
eo i, who is stated to 

© ill. 


Trains ran as usual yesterday. 
The — of the charge hand 
in the bricquette plant at Inchicore 
were taken over last night by 
members of the supervisory staff. 


Backing Train Hits 
Bookstall 


Two girl bookstall attendants 
narrowly escaped injury at Amiens 
street railway station, Dublin, yester- 
day, when the last coach of a North- 
bound train, which was being backed 
in to Platform 2, over-ran and 
splintered the buffers and ripped the 
back out of Messrs. Eason’s book- 
stall. 

Books and magazines were scat- 
tered over the platform and the per- 
manent way, and two wheels of the 
coach left the track. No damage 
was done to the bookstall stock, 
which was transferred by evening to 
another stal! across the main hail. 
Railwaymen still were busy last 
evening jacking the coach on sleepers 
to put it back upon the rails. 


PRICES OF 
POTATOES 
FIXED 


HE Minister for Supplies has 
di made an Order fixing maxi- 
mum prices for potatoes rang- 

ing from 1s. 6d.-to 1s. 10d. a stone. 

It is understood that the Depart- .. 
ment of Supplies is making every — 
effort: to obtain supplies from dis-. 
tricts where potatoes are likely to . 
be available. 

The municipal group of the Labour 
Party has nov received any reply to 
its telegram to Mr. Lemass on Bun- 
day, since when the position has 
| become worse. . 
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day Mr. Justice Overend expressed lu 


regret to the: foreman of the jury 
that the High Sheriff had been un- 
able to procure the necessary petrol 
to bring the jury for a drive. While 
he could not allow them to go to a 
theatre, they could go for a walk 
later in the evening, provided they 
were accompanied by their police 


. R. McLoughlin, K.C., and 
Mr, J. Farrell (instructed by the 
Chief State NSolicitor) prosecuted; 
Sir John L. Esmonde, K.C., and 
Mr. T. F. O'Higgins ‘reese b 
Mr. P. J, O'Neill, solicitor, Athy 
defended, 


Irish Shipping 
Company May 
Close 


As the Government has refrained 
to offer any aid to the Dublin and 
Silloth Steamship . Company, the 
company is about to close down. 
This was stated at a meeting of the 
Irish Live Stock Exporters’ and 
Traders’ Association, Ltd., held in 
Dublin last night. The company 
came into operation in 1929. For 
fifty years previous to 1929 the line 
had been known as the Old Sloan 
Line. 

Mr. Leo Ferris said that it was 
the only Irish shipping company of 
its kind in existence. The idea 
behind the company when it was 
farmed was not to make a profit, 
but to keep the British from raising 
the freight. But now, owing to the 
emergency, they were running the 
service at a loss, but when ,the 
emergency is over it would be 
resumed. . 

Mr. Ferris said that they were 
running the ships for the benefit of 
the farmers, but if the company 
ceased to exist it would be the 
farmers and the: producers who 
would have to pay the incregse. The 
directors .of ‘company would 


and] mest to-day. to consider the matter. 
It was decided to await the results| 


| and see them to-morr 


jof to-day’s meeting before taking 
further 


action. 
Mr. Birmingham said that. the com- 
2 received a letter from the 


meree. ‘say 
take any action.in the matter. 
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